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If we want toFinish Strongwe must be willing to T
press on and walk through the valleys; to make
up our minds we will never, ever, ever give up.

This summer | was watching a WNBA game tha It'S like ironing. To smooth out the wrinkles in
was very one sided. In the final seconds both OUr lives andress onwe need to yank the slack
teams stopped playing and began to shake han Out. Maybe our challenge is to press through
This is not unusual at the end of football games feelings of rejection, or disappointment, or be-
The teams head toward the middle of the field trayal, or even abandonment. It might be that we

before the final buzzer. Game over. still need to fully embrace forgiveness, or give up
our desire for revenge, to confess our anger, or

Now, | understand why players do this yet it still repent of our negative self-talk.

doesn't sit right with me. There’s something
about conceding before the game ends that goe ! [ S R
against my grain. There was an old saying at tr % &
Opera, “It's not over ‘til the fat lady sings.”

This is not intended to be disrespectful, the

phrase simply meansks not over ‘il its over!

Play until the whistle blows. Run through the (

finish line.

It is easy tasaykeep going when the situation
looks impossible, but it can be a hard thing to d« " oo 4

We all struggle with wanting to give up and #

throw in the towel. Stick a fork in me—I'm ! (emphasis mine)

done! But it's during the rough times when we \yhen we truly know Christ and the power avail-
really need to press in and stay in the fight.r Ou 4 through His Spirit we cafinish Strong

potential breakthrough may be only one year, 0l gt jis more than just knowing Who He is, it's
week, or one minute away if we can just hold or paying a personal relationship with Him. A law-
Many victories are gained in the final s_gco.nds. yer once asked Jest¥yhat must I do to inherit
And through the power of the Holy Spirit, lIVes  gterng) jif” Inherit is an interesting word.

can be changed suddenly and forever. What does one have to do to inherit anything?
The Bible gives wonderful illustrations of how Be and stay in relationship. Our eternal inheri-
Almighty God...at the last minute...when all ap- tance is gained by accepting God'’s offer of adop-
peared hopeless...when many had lost tion into His family and by humbly inviting the
faith...when doubt began to set in...fell the walls work of the Holy Spirit into our lives. | pray you
of Jericho, raised Lazarus from the dead, healer may be encouraged to keep pressing ikniow

the woman with the issue of blood, parted the Christand the power of His resurrection.

Red Sea, gave Sarah a child at 90, and rose ag Victory is coming soon!

on the third day!

] 2
Questions
- . 2
Ministry Highlights
Photos o 3
[J&-
Fall Itinerary 3
The Word @ 4
—O




5

Are you inquisitive? Children ask a lot of quesdut adults
(even though we are just as curious) often hediatause we have
“matured” to the point where we don’t. There wasree in my life

| hesitated to ask for help. | wanted to figurermthing out on my
own. Basically it's a pride issue. | battle it e time. Yet suc-
cessful individuals ask a lot of questions and éhoko are content
to never ask a thing, struggle.

People in the Bible often asked Jesus questionmeSvere theo-
logical but other people were humble enough to kiragk for
healing or for help. Jesus also understood thefagkinggreat
guestions. You would think the Son of God wouldkrevery-
thing—and at that time maybe He did, maybe He didibutHe
longs to connect, search out and know what is on phearts.

When Jesus saw Peter after his denial He askedyou love
me?” Three times Jesus asked that question, each timgiriy
more healing to Peter’s heart.

Once outside of Jericho, a blind man named Bartimaalled out
for Jesus. When the people brought him forwardslasked,
“What do you want me to do for you®an you imagine what must
have gone through Bartimaeus’ mind? He was almobé tchanged
forever by a question.

At one point Jesus was in a discussion with a lawggarding a
portion of scripture and He respectfully askédbw do you read
this?”

Asking gquestions lets people know you care andybatdesire to
understand what they are going through. It willdbridges

where before there were none. Let us follow &fterloving and
compassionate example of Jesus—a man of many gogsti
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The summer months were physically refreshing aiitsaly en-
couraging. In June my niece, Alexa, and | tookmatb Washing-
ton DC and stopped in for a visit with tBetter family in Mary-
land. It was great fun! One of the highlights wiamer at Hard
Rock Café...and | thought it would be seeing thetéVHouse.

Later that month | attendedvdorship Arts Conferencein Chi-
cago. The speakers they brought in were incredibleas encour-
aged and challenged to continue to grow the cathw$ic on my
life. Please pray God grants me more and more wisdom.

In late July | traveled to England and spent tiniih whe Miller
family and then went on to Canada. Last month | wa®utts
Dakota for an FCA speaking engagement/concertvast great to
see one of my AIA teammateBat Wright, and her husband
Randy and son Matthew. It is always an adventure to follow
Christ. When | give up control and decide to lé@nHead | find
His plans are best. God is good!!

At the Vietham Memorial.
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With Alexa at “The Mall” Hiking at Hadrian’s Wall withPeterandLinda Miller .

Randy, Pat & Matthew Wrightn South Dakota One ofAlexa’s 200 photos taken in DC
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Date Event Time Date Event Time

August 26 & 27  Sports Clinic/Concert 5:00—9:00 pm December 7 Community Reformed 7:00 pm
Elk Point, SD Zeeland, Ml

September 10 Vriesland Reformed 8:30 & 11:00 am December 10 Borculo CRC 6:30 pm
Zeeland, MI Borculo, Ml

October 8 Noordeloos Reformed 9:30 am
Holland, MI

October 22 Hamilton Reformed 9:30 am )
Hamilton, MI

October 29 Sentinel Pointe Concert 10:45 am
Grand Rapids, Ml . , $ A
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Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly
as you teach and admonish one another

with all wisdomand as you sing psalms, hymns

and spiritual songa# with gratitude in your

heart§>to God. And whatever you do,

whether in word or deed, do it all in the

name of the Lord Jesu¥,giving thanks to God
the Father through him.

Colossians 3:16-17



