
Give, and it will be given to you.  A good meas-
ure, pressed down, shaken together and running 
over will be poured into your lap.  For with the  
measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

Luke 6:38 

One of the first messages Jesus taught His disci-
ples and the multitudes of people who followed 
Him was to love people.  When asked, Jesus  
summarized the law with—Love the Lord God 
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength ...oh 
yeah, and love your neighbor as you would like 
to be loved.  We serve a God that is more con-
cerned with the quality of our relationships than 
He is with following a set of rules.   

Yet it is not enough to be in relationship, we 
need to be in right  relationship.  It is very possi-
ble for a person to be in the family of God but 
never have experienced His love, or to be mar-
ried for 25 years and not really know your 
spouse.  And it is sometimes not unusual for par-
ents to have difficulty relating to their children. 

God created us to need relationship, but if we 
were to make a list of what we think we need, it 
may look more like this...a cleaner house, more 
money, better education, a new car, a job, and 
definitely more hours in the day.  Eventually our 
list of needs will turn to love, respect, a faithful 
friend, comfort, forgiveness, grace, compassion, 
and purpose. 

It would be great if all of our needs were miracu-
lously met, but as we see in the Word, we re-
ceive—and we’re not talking money here—the 
same manner in which we give. 

A man reaps what he sows.  Galatians 6:7 

Recently I found myself driving through a con-
struction zone needing to merge into another 
lane.  If it takes a long time before someone al-
lows me to merge is it because I act the same 
way?  Are they sowing their own seeds that will 
reap a harvest later or am I reaping what I have 
sown?  After all, whatever you make the effort to 
plant, that’s what you’re going to harvest.  So if 
you want cucumbers, don’t plant tomatoes .   

The same measure we use to bless others is going 
to come back to us.  If children are being disre-
spectful, who is sowing and who is reaping?  In 
other words the way we treat our parents is the 
way our children will one day treat us.  

Maybe you said something to a co-worker that 
you shouldn’t have and you need their forgive-
ness.  Are you confident they will grant you 
grace because you so freely give it to others?   

I know I’m being challenged here �   Let’s keep 
going… 

So, if we desire happiness, make others happy.  If 
we need encouragement, learn to be an encour-
ager.  If we need money, become very generous.  
If you desire children but you haven’t been 
blessed yet, volunteer to baby sit or put on a baby 
shower for others.  If you want people to speak 
well of you, make sure your own words edify.  If 
you want your ministry to grow, invest in a simi-
lar ministry.  If you desire to be married to a man 
or woman of God, become one yourself. 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap a harvest                 

if we do not give up.  Galatians 6:9 

The bottom line is it’s all about relation-
ship...relationship with God and with others.   
Every Easter we are reminded how Jesus lov-
ingly, willingly and joyously gave His life for us.  
We are so undeserving of such a perfect gift, but 
when we cling to Him and begin to see His heart 
it’s natural to want to share His love!  After all, it 
isn’t true love unless it is undeserved, unexpected 
and unconditional...and that is definitely the love 
of Jesus! 

It is more blessed to give than to receive.        
Acts 20:35 

May you experience His intimate gift of love, 
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Over the past few months we have enjoyed being able 
to partner with other ministries.  Here’s an update... 

· In December we provided music for the Board at 
Crossroad Bible Institute and also participated in 
a weekend conference titled, How to Hear from 
God, with Henry and Richard Blackaby.   I con-
tinue to be challenged and encouraged by Godly 
individuals with unbridled passion for the Lord. 

· A local church invited me to speak for their annual, 
two-day Women’s Conference in late February.  It 
was great fun! The weekend even included line 
dancing to Achy Breaky Heart (I didn’t lead that 
part). �  

· Two evenings last month, we took part in a tele-
vised Christian Revival with speakers and musi-
cians from around the Midwest.  I am grateful the 
Lord will minister to me anytime I’m willing to 
listen. 

· This winter, former basketball players from my 
coaching days at Hope College reunited to watch 
the current team play.  Counting children, hus-
bands and the players themselves, there were well 
over 60 people.  Following the game many went 
to a gym at a local church for pizza and basket-
ball.  The players (now turned mothers) have re-
mained as competitive as ever, and not surpris-
ingly, it is passing down to their children.  As was 
expected, they enjoyed sharing stories of the past 
which seem to become more colorful as the years 
go by. �   Praise the Lord for the people we 
encounter in our lifetime that leave an eternal 
footprint on our hearts. 

As spring and summer approach, we are excited about 
upcoming events and thank you for your prayers.  If 
you are interested in scheduling a concert or confer-
ence we have a promotional DVD available and 
would be happy to send you one upon request. 
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March  19 Holland Heights       10:00 am                               
  Holland, MI 

March 27 WTLJ TV Recording session      4:30 pm 
  Allendale, MI 

April 16  Woodland Drive In       11:00 am          
  Grand Rapids, MI    

May 4-6  Nashville, TN 

May 14  Ottawa Reformed—concert       6:00 pm           
  West Olive, MI 

June 14-16 Willow Creek Arts Conference   
  Chicago, IL 

June 25  Immanuel Reformed—mini concert      6:00 pm 
  Fennville, MI 
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True. We desire to know everything.  Not just who 
won the game, when the next big sale is, or why the 
neighbors are moving.  We also want to know what is 
going to happen tomorrow?  Will I still have a job, can 
we afford college, or when will he propose?  

In reality we can’t know it all and even much of what 
we are painstakingly trying to discover isn’t worth the 
effort anyway.  I pray we may be satisfied knowing less 
and trusting more—let’s choose to live by faith! 

Those of us who have a problem with reasoning, impa-
tience and worry may really have a control problem.  In 
a world of birth control, remote control, cruise control 
and hair gel, we seem to have an insatiable need to be in 
charge.  We want to drive.  I’m not being hypothetical 
here—this is me. �   I am starting to recognize this is 
actually a  pride problem.    

Kathy Troccoli says “Controlling women are a lot like 
God.  They both love you and have a wonderful plan 
for your life.” 
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It’s normal to give and expect to receive.  We want a return for 
every investment.  And while we do reap what we sow, what 
would it be like to give and not want anything back?  Anonymous 
giving.  Like the movie Pay It Forward. 

Here are a few ideas shared at our high school FCA huddle:                    
Drop an (unsigned) encouraging note into someone’s locker, 
leave a treat in a teachers mailbox, put a quarter in a parking 
meter that has expired, write something nice about the waiter or 
waitress on the back of your bill, drop a few coins in an area 
where children can easily find them, pick a bunch of wild flowers 
and tuck them under random windshield wipers, or at a Starbucks 
drive thru pay the bill of the car behind you.   

It is easy to want to share Jesus so bad we try to market Him.  We 
put Him on our t-shirts, car windows, and around our necks but 
sometimes we neglect to share the love He came to give.   

Simple acts of kindness speak loudly of the Jesus Who lov-
ingly gave His life.  You can even leave a smile card at the scene 
and it may let the person know the blessing they received wasn’t 
random but intentional.  It might even encourage those who have 
been “tagged” to pass on other acts of kindness.   

��.,,,+%&4����	��� Experiments in anonymous acts of kindness is the name of the game.�
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The conference theme was Spiritually Fit Abby, Kristine and Megan help illustrate a story 
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TLM Ministries is non-profit organization.  All gifts are tax-deductible. 

You will find a  smile card inside this newsletter.  We hope 
it may inspire you to reach out to others in love. 

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them 
without expecting to get anything back.  Luke 6:35 

Enjoy the giving! 

 

          (for more cards visit www.helpothers.com) 
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the piece you were looking for was left out of the box and you 
stop searching and continue on with the rest of the puzzle.   

Inevitably, as you near the end...there it 
is...the one missing piece!  Somebody must 
have hid it because you know it wasn’t there 
before.  Finally you are able to finish and it 
looks great.   

Our lives can be like that puzzle. God put 
together a beautiful picture before we were 
born and throughout our life helps us reas-
semble the pieces.  He already knows how it 
will turn out—our job is to patiently trust 
Him to work with us as we put it together.  

So don’t worry when a piece of your life 
seems to be missing—it will turn up, the    

result will be beautiful, and you will be complete in Christ. 

Have you ever tried to put together 1000 piece puzzle?  The 
last one I attempted was all one color and took me six 
months.  Often the most challenging, beau-
tiful and intricate puzzles take time.  

When I start a puzzle, I try to first find the 
corners.  Then I look for all the straight 
edges and work my way around the border.  
Once the outline is done, I begin to fill in 
the rest.   

If you have ever worked on a large puzzle, 
you may have experienced the frustration 
of trying to find a particular piece.  After a 
while it can drive you crazy! That or if you 
are like me, you may try to take a piece that 
looks like it might fit and attempt to force it 
to go somewhere it really doesn’t belong.   

Eventually, you come to the point where you are convinced 
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For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him,  
who is the head of all principality and power.  Colossians 2:9,10 


